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TheKnight’sMove: JorisLandman

On the surface the teapot seems to be a functional object. However, since the 1950’ s it has come to symbolise
the precarious balance between reality and belief. In his article “Is there a God?’, thinker and scientist Bertrand
Russell famously compared the belief in God to the belief in ateapot orbiting the sun. Russell used the teapot to
approach the reasoning behind agnosticism and atheism. If it isimpossible to disprove the claim, therefore it
must be true?

The image of a Celestial Teapot has since moved from literature to online visual canon, jumping through culture
in unexpected and often entertaining ways. For his lecture, graphic designer Joris Landman will specifically be
speaking about his own Celestial Teapot Project in which he traces the trgjectory of thisiconic teapot, and you
will see some of the new and unexpected meanings that the teapot archetype has acquired over the past decades.

Joris Landman is a graphic designer and co-founder of Harris Blondman. In various collaborations, he works on
projects and research in the fields of art and design, with afocus on digital media and culture. With his projects,
Landman investigates how individuals and communities store meaning, identity, and knowledge in stories,
images, and technology.
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