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Sensing Nature 1972-2022

Krijn Christiaansen & Cathelijne Montens

KCCM (member of the LAPS knowledge network of the Gerrit Rietveld Academie) explores the ways public
spaces and landscapes are made by, used by, lived in, transformed and shaped by people. ‘Sensing Nature (1972-
2022)’ focuses on the history of the Amstelpark that was established for the horticulture exhibition, the Floriade
1972. In the Orangerie the fieldwork and archival research that forms the bases for several spatial
reconstructions in the park will be exhibited. In workshops, debates and events a renewed relation to the
cultivated urban nature will be developed in the Amstelpark with an eye to the upcoming Floriade in 2022. This
exhibition is part of the summer program of Zone2Source in the Amstelpark in Amsterdam.

Program:

June 21: Reconstruction #3:
In one of the small original Floriade pavilions, designed by Oyevaar Stolle Van Gooi Architects, a new species
of lily was baptised ‘Princess Gracia’ by the princess of Monaco on September 14, 1972. The cultivar was bred
by the firm De Jong Lelies in Andijk. During a flower arranging demonstration with lilies in the same pavilion
we will review the status of the lily at present. The flower arrangements that are created during the
demonstration will play a role in the Midsummer Nights Dream Solstice Performances Event.

June 28: Viervoeters Doggy Marathon 2015:
Portraying (owners with) dogs is a habit during this yearly event in the Amstelpark. The reconstruction of the
VU Hortus contribution to the Floriade 1972 in the Orangerie will be used as a backdrop for dog portraits.

July 4:
Presentation and debate about the meaning and role of Floriades in the past, present and future moderated by
Jeroen Boomgaard (LAPS).

July 12: Reconstruction #4:
Only a fragment of the original Rosarium is visible today. In the layout of the Floriade 1972, a vast pattern of
diagonally positioned rectangles was spread over the area between the restaurant and the Orangerie. This pattern
will be reconstructed with chalk lines that will be coloured by tuned cars in rose tints.

August 9: Reconstruction #5 (tentative):
Among the pavilions that were built for the Floriade 1972, one pavilion is missing. It turns out that it was buried
in the eighties to improve the security in the park. This activity is an attempt to excavate the French Pavilion
with the help of amateur archaeologists and other enthusiasts and to think of future scenarios for this pavilion.
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The control room of ‘Sensing Nature (1972-2022)’ in the Orangerie will be open from Friday to Sunday, 13:00 
– 17:00 

This project is made possible by:
Amsterdam Fonds voor de Kunst, Prins Bernhard Cultuurfonds Noord-Holland, Stichting Stokroos, LAPS, 
Gerrit Rietveld Academie

Project Partners
VU Hortus, Noord-Hollands Archief, KAVB, Kwekerij Groot-Vriend Lutjebroek, Kwekerij Aad Hogervorst
Noordwijkerhout, Doggy Marathon, Gemeente Amsterdam Stadsdeel Zuid
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